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Name shame

It seems House of Commons speaker
John Bercow has rekindled his war on
health ministers. End Game readers
will remember his verbal jousting
with the former minister Simon
Burns, who allegedly accused him of
being a “stupid, sanctimonious
dwarf”.

Shadow health secretary Andy
Burnham had asked Mr Hunt what
exactly he meant when he pledged to
safeguard the legacy of his
predecessor, Andrew Lansley.

Mr Hunt began to reply: “Let me
tell the right honourable gentleman
that Andrew Lansley’s legacy is...”
before Mr Bercow intervened.

“Order,” interjected the speaker.
“The secretary of state has been in
the house for seven and a half years. I
think he knows that we refer to
members by constituency, not by
Christian name. It is not difficult.”

Meow!

® “Fundamentally flawed” and “a
fiasco” were two of the terms used by
an outraged Sir Richard Branson to
describe the process used to award
the West Coast mainline rail
franchise.

The franchise was stripped from
Sir Richard’s Virgin Trains and given
to FirstGroup before the Department
for Transport admitted it had made

mistakes and the process would have
to be re-run.

Step forward a few weeks to
witness a judge rule that NHS
Devon, Plymouth and Torbay
primary care trust cluster and
Devon County Council had failed
in their duty to carry out an
assessment under the Equality Act
2012 when awarding a contract.

The winner of the £132m deal to
supply sexual health, behavioural
intervention and learning disabilities
services? One Virgin Care.

Sir Richard was
uncharacteristically silent on the
affair and failed to condemn the judge
for not ordering the quashing of the
contract. Virgin Care failed to respond
to HS/'s request for a comment.

One can only assume Sir Richard
was too busy picking up women to
comment. Before lawyers intervene,
please allow us to clarify that we mean
pick up women in a literal sense.

Virgin on the
irresponsible:
Sir Richard with
a ‘pick-up’

End Game has chanced upon a
niche website devoted to pictures of
Sir Richard carrying nurses,
celebrities and PR women at various
promotion stunts over the years. Find
it at richardbransonpickingupwomen.
tumblr.com

End Game demands to see the
Virgin chief carry a sexual health
consultant outside the front door of a
Devon GUM clinic.

® When is a cut not a cut? When Anna
Soubry is talking about it, apparently.
The minister for entertaining public
pronouncements was quizzed in the
Commons by opposite number Liz
Kendall about funding reductions for
cancer networks.

Ms Soubry’s response was clear as
can be: “My information is that any
40 per cent reduction is a result of
cuts in administration—and that, if I
may say so, seems the right way to go
about things.

“This government are determined

to make sure that when we make cuts
of that nature, they are not actually
cuts... It is about moving money
around so that it goes to frontline
services.”

End Game, for one, is reassured.

® Who says governance is dull?

End Game has been told of one
major NHS project signed off in the
not-too-distant past in which full and
rigorous oversight may have been
compromised by the blossoming
relationship between two key
players.

In other wicked whisper style
news, the governors of which
Yorkshire FT were reduced to
submitting a Freedom of Information
request to their own organisation to
get access to performance data?

® The mighty assemblage of chief
executives and chairs at the
Foundation Trust Network conference
in Liverpool saw one choice example
of leadership in action.

End Game was chatting to a mere
director when said director’s chief
executive appeared. After brief
greetings, your correspondent was
sent on his way with this question:
“Do you mind if we have a
conversation when you’re not here?”

The event also saw the public-
private debate played out on an
unlikely arena: the dance floor.

After the Cambridge Health
Network drinks a director at one
London trust managed to win a
dance-off with the representative of a
firm dedicated to moving patient care
closer to home. The song that was
danced to escapes End Game, but it
might have been Go West.
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